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I.Which factors have contributed to the 

project’s success?

II.How can the format be integrated sustainably 

into the internationalization strategy of a 

higher education institution (HEI)?

III.Which descriptors of these best practices 

would be best suited for a “modular 

framework” to scaffold future projects?

Outline
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I. NOT JUST A “SINGLE STORY” (ADICHIE)

“One must be aware of one’s own 
cultural perspective and how it may 
differ from others and global trends and 

global dynamics and how all of those aforementioned 
conditions affect choice. [...] From this awareness 

grows curiosity that results in knowledge. [...]  This 
knowledge also includes foreign-
language ability, which is essential 
for basic communication and 
cultural appreciation. With this knowledge, 

students can then empathize with others
who do not share their own cultural perspectives” 
(183).

“With technology, we can now take 

students on virtual field trips or 

facilitate intercultural 
exchanges by connecting 
students online. These experiences 

with peers allow students to 
share ideas and learn from 
one another in a way that simple 

lecture or domestic studies cannot” (184).

Patterson, Lynn M., et al. “Lessons From a Global Learning Virtual Classroom.” Journal of Studies in International 

Education, vol. 16, no. 2, May 2012, pp. 182–197, doi:10.1177/1028315311398665.

3



I. NOT JUST A “SINGLE STORY” (ADICHIE)

“Global learning classrooms provide a form of practiced mimicry, where 
students incorporate perspectives, overcome challenges, transcend 

differences, and seek answers collaboratively. Collective work puts 
knowledge into practice, transforms students into 
educators, and allows learners to see themselves as nodes 
within global learning communities. Problem solving that pursues 

social change or strategic planning encourages students to take a stand and 

pursue commitment through education. Activities aimed at social 
action also provide opportunities to bridge the general and 
the particular [...], and they allow students to discern and act on the 

interconnections that they can now trace through their lives and ideas.

Group work, whether in a classroom or in a co-curricular setting, 

integrates multiple perspectives and allows students to realize 
the value and utility of various angles of interpretation, 
even when one does not necessarily agree with them.
Kahn, Hilary E., and Melanie Agnew. “Global Learning Through Difference: Considerations for Teaching, Learning, 

and the Internationalization of Higher Education.” Journal of Studies in International Education, vol. 21, no. 1, Feb. 

2017, pp. 52–64, doi:10.1177/1028315315622022. 4



I. NOT JUST A “SINGLE STORY” (ADICHIE)

"Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 

- Cambridge April 2013" by

Chris Boland is licensed 

under CC BY-NC-ND 2.0
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/22401729@N07/8644307912
https://www.flickr.com/photos/22401729@N07/8644307912
https://www.flickr.com/photos/22401729@N07
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich


Training to Develop Virtual 

Exchange Projects | 

European Youth Portal. 

https://europa.eu/youth/eras

musvirtual/activity/training-

develop-virtual-exchange-

projects_en. 

I. THE COIL INSTRUCTOR TEAM
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I. THE COIL INSTRUCTOR TEAM
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"Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 

- Cambridge April 2013" by

Chris Boland is licensed 

under CC BY-NC-ND 2.0

I. “SINGLE STORY” → COIL COURSE 
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/22401729@N07/8644307912
https://www.flickr.com/photos/22401729@N07/8644307912
https://www.flickr.com/photos/22401729@N07
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich


“Power is the 

ability not 

just to tell 

the story of 

another person, 

but to make it 

the definitive 

story of that 

person.”

I. “SINGLE STORY” → COIL COURSE 
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I. “SINGLE STORY” → COIL COURSE

11

https://videoup.uni-potsdam.de/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=c01402e4-bacf-4360-94fc-b0b400c8ad72


I. CODE OF BEHAVIOR
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I. LESSONS - BREAKOUT ROOMS
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I. LESSONS - GROUP PROJECTS
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I. LESSONS - FUTURE PROFESSION
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I. LESSONS - FEEDBACK AND REFLECTION
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II. COIL → INTERNATIONALIZATION
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II. COIL → INTERNATIONALIZATION 
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Mertens, Katrin. Screenshot 

from “Group Reflection 1” 

Video

II. COIL → INTERNATIONALIZATION
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III. COIL - ORAL PROFICIENCY
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III. COIL - CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING

23



III. COIL - KEY COMPETENCIES

“It was a new experience 
to meet people from 
different countries.”

“The course was very 
interesting and 
contributed to my 
English studies.”

“I liked the project so 
much, and I hope it will 
continue in the next 
semester.” “This project 

takes us to a 
higher level in 
communication.”

“I have learned many things 
from this course. Also, it 
added a lot to me as a learner 
and as a person.”

“This course 
encourages me to 
talk more in 
English.”

“I had a lot of fun in this course, 
especially because we got to know a new 
culture not only by reading about it but 
by really having them face to face with 
us. Overall, I was very happy with this 
course and it made me look forward to 
Monday mornings :) ”
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III. COIL - KEY COMPETENCIES
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https://videoup.uni-potsdam.de/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=c01402e4-bacf-4360-94fc-b0b400c8ad72


Discussion questions:

1. Who has had experience with COIL teaching and/or 
learning? What are three tips that you could give 
a colleague interested in COIL?

1. If you haven’t had any experience with COIL, what 
do you think the advantages are? What potential 
difficulties do you see?

1. How do you think a project like this could 
motivate students, especially when it comes to 
improving their language skills?

1. What are the criteria for suitable topics in COIL 
language courses and for grading shared tasks?

1. What role does reflection play in COIL--for both 
teachers and students? 

III. COIL - DESCRIPTORS /                

MODULAR FRAMEWORK
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